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MINUTES of the MEETING of 
WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held at 7.30 pm on 6 July 2026 in Wootton Village Hall

Present: 	Cllrs France Bates, Pauline Briggs,  John Harwood (Chair), David Knight, Fiona Mackinlay, John Reynolds and John Salter

In attendance:	Clerk to the Council, District Cllrs Genny Early and Tim Sumner
Members of Public: 	19 members of the public  
__________________________________________________________________________________

037/26	Apologies and Declarations – none received.

038/26	Minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2026 were approved, accepted into record, and signed by the Chair.  	

039/26	Reports were received from District Councillors Genny Early and Tim Sumner.  It was reported that the caravans that had been parked for several weeks at the Wootton Turn layby have been moved on from that location, although it was noted that the vans have relocated to a nearby location on the other side of the village.
	The Council was informed about the progress of the Local Plan 2041 which would seek to protect rural villages whilst providing housing for local people.  The government has set challenging targets for housing and the District council is preparing key elements to deliver this around infrastructure and phasing of any developments. It was acknowledged that the imminent announcement regarding the reorganisation of local government in Oxfordshire may have an impact on delivery targets.
	
040/26	Public Participation
	Several residents sought clarification from the Council regarding the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  Whilst it was acknowledged that a great deal of useful work had been undertaken and residents had been widely surveyed to seek their views, those residents who attended the meeting were concerned about the inclusion of the Yew Trees House development in the discussions and in particular, its possible impact on the Playing Fields and Burditch Hall.  

Residents were assured that the proposal was no longer being considered for inclusion in the draft Neighbourhood Plan (NP).  The Parish Council shares residents’ views regarding the social and recreational importance of the site.  For that reason, the Council works closely with and financially supports WCAST who lease and operate the site (current 10-year lease runs to September 2032).  Members of the NP Steering Committee explained that, as required as part of the process,  local and neighbouring landowners had been consulted including the Glympton and Blenheim estates.  It was explained that if the NP was not able to include possible sites for development it may leave the village vulnerable to speculative development in order to meet the government targets for house building.
	(Anna Appleford submitted three specific questions to the council and the  response to these is available on the Parish Council website www.woottonbywoodstock-pc.gov.uk)

041/26	Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Bates explained the NP process and draw attention to the statement, issued on 15 June, that had been made available on the PC website.  

042/26 	The Council considered the following planning applications:
	
26/01351/HHD Ashley House Chapel Hill Wootton – no objection
	Erection of two storey and single storey rear extension to replace existing two
	storey bay together with associated works.

26/01281/LBC Wootton House – no objection
Alterations and improvements to the existing dwelling, including removal and 
replacement of the garden room to the north-east elevation and construction of a
new walkway; improvements to grounds and outbuildings including demolition of existing structures and erection of new pool house and gym outbuildings; erection of a new garage/store; landscaping works including re-routing of the drive from the eastern entrance; and installation of a new swimming pool.	

043/26	Finance
The payments schedule had been circulated, and it was RESOLVED to approve payments amounting to £2,312.12.
The bank reconciliation was received and signed, and the council were informed of their current reserves.
The Council approved payment of a £1000 grant to WCAST.

044/26	Legal 
	The Chair explained that the Parish Council (PC) has been  working with its lawyer formally to register its ownership of the Playing Fields and Burditch Hall with HM Land Registry.  This has been accepted but there will be a delay before it appears on the LR website because of their work backlog.  This will not affect the current lease with WCAST.
	The PC is also working to formalise its ownership of the building on Castle Street known as the former village privy.  It would be seeking statements from residents who  can testify to  the building’s history.

045/26	Cllr David Knight presented a report following his attendance at the Oxford Airport Consultative Committee (available on PC website – www.woottonbywoodstock-pc.gov.uk)

046/26	Cllr David Knight presented a report regarding the possible community benefits that would be available to local villages impacted by the Botley West Solar Farm if it is  approved by the government.  It was explained that whilst the PC remains opposed to the proposal it was important for Wootton to be involved in these discussions to ensure we do not miss out on any possible grants or initiatives.  A Community Action Plan will need to be created in order to bid for money and Cllr Knight explained that the work that had been completed in preparing the NP would be very helpful in putting this together.

047/26	Dates of next meetings were confirmed:
	Monday 7 September, 2 November, 11 January, 1 March, 10 May.
	A meeting for the Annual Parish Meeting was not confirmed at this time but I likely to be held in late May.
		.
The meeting closed at 8.30pm


Signed  ………………………………..    	
Chair, Wootton Parish Council
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