Wootton-Relief-in-Need (WRiN)
Report to the Annual Parish Meeting: 20 May 2026


We’re glad to report that, once again, our headlines for the past year are very positive. New members of the committee have helped increase our awareness of further areas in which the Charity can be of use, and there will soon be flyers and posters around the village making our presence more firmly felt than in the past. 

In addition to our core responsibility to offer substantial support to individuals and families in need, this year has seen a notable increase in requests for, and provision of, more modest aid – especially help with travel costs to hospital and urgent medical appointments. Our governing Trust Deed makes specific provision for allocating any surplus income at the end of the year to assist with the work of village organisations that benefit the wider community. This year we are pleased to have been able to contribute to the running of the Trio Lunch Club, the Conservation Trust, help launch the new ‘Wootton Singers’, and encourage the out-door adventures of ‘NatureKids’. 

Over the last three years one of our main objectives has been to modernise the running of the Charity. Written back in 1973, our constitution (‘Trust Deed’) now needs a little updating – we are no longer delivering coal or hiring televisions to deserving parishioners. Indeed, the civic and ecclesiastical boundaries of the Parish itself have changed, and what our Deeds call the ‘Area of Benefit’ may need to be revised in line. We are looking into this alongside new funding models where we hope to encourage donations, legacies and local fund-raising to augment the income we receive from our foundation investments. 

As part of this process of renewal, we are aware that committees themselves can get easily stale and complacent without regularly rotating roles and bringing in new talent and ideas. So, in addition to electing Kati Rankov as our new new Chair in January, there will also be elections for Trustees over the next year.

Finally, we are very pleased to record the return of the Charity’s archive. As noted in previous reports, it was important to retrieve a number of key documents, giving us greater access to, and control over, our portfolio of investments. 


Simon Heighes – Retiring Chair (2026.iv.23)
