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MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING of 
WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held at 7.30 pm on 11 May 2026 in Wootton Village Hall

Present: 	Cllrs Frances Bates, Pauline Briggs, John Harwood (Chair), David Knight, Fiona Mackinlay, Jonathan Reynolds
Absent:	Cllr John Salter
In attendance:	Clerk to the Council, County Cllr Andy Graham
Members of Public: 	4 members of the public  
__________________________________________________________________________________

021/26	Apologies and Declarations – none received.

022/26	To elect a Chair and Vice Chair of Wootton Parish Council for 2026-27
Cllr John Harwood was nominated by Cllr Bates, seconded by Cllrs Briggs; there being no other nominations Councillor John Harwood was duly elected as Chair.  He accepted and duly signed the  acceptance of office. 
	Cllr Frances Bates was nominated by Cllr Harwood, seconded by Cllr Reynolds; there being no other nominations  Cllr Bates was duly elected  Vice Chair.  She accepted and duly signed the acceptance of office.
	The Council confirmed that Rachel Faulkner is the appointed S151 officer for the council responsible for the proper administration of the Council’s financial affairs.

023/26	The Council adopted the draft Terms of Reference of Standing Committees attached to the addenda, with an amendment to the Planning Committee ToRs to remove replicated clauses (section 7).
The Council RESOLVED to appoint  the following members to committees:
	Finance Committee: Chair and Vice Chair (ex officio), Cllrs Pauline Briggs and David Knight.
	Planning Committee: Cllrs Frances Bates, Fiona MacKinlay and Pauline Briggs
	Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group: Cllrs Frances Bates, David Knight, Pauline Briggs, Fiona McKinlay and Jonathan Reynolds.

024/26	The Council RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Frances Bates as the Village Transport Network (VTN) representative.
	The Council RESOLVED to appoint Cllrs David Knight and Jane Irving to the Oxford Airport Consultative Committee with Cllrs Fiona MacKinlay and Frances Bates as reserves.

025/26	The minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2026 were approved, accepted into record, and signed by the Chair.  
	It was noted that both the recipients of S137 grants (Village Hall committee and Village Shop) have passed on their thanks to the Parish Council for the grants.	

026/26	Reports from County and District Councillors
A report from County Councillor Andy Graham was circulated with the agenda. In addition, he reported orally that the proposed scheme to improve safety at the Judds garage A44 junction would be published shortly.  The Parish Council would be a formal consultee.  He also expressed his frustration at the length of time it was taking to fill potholes in the parish.

027/26	The Council discussed the following Planning Applications received by WODC:
26/00793/HHD  3 Church Cottages
Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of two storey rear and single storey side extensions.
The Council objects to this proposal and will log its complaint on the WODC planning portal.  
Following the meeting the Council was informed by WODC that the application has been significantly altered and there would be another opportunity to comment on the new application.  
26/00738/HHD Sansoms Cottage
Extensions to existing ancillary building to enlarge existing home office, adding storage and extend garage.
The Council expressed some concerns about this proposal and will log its comments on the WODC planning portal.

028/26	Neighbourhood Plan 
	A report had been circulated to members.  Cllr Bates reported that a good number of responses had been received as part of the consultation.  Most recently many of them   relate to the proposal to develop Yew Tree Paddock.
Members of the Steering Group had met with WODC officers who have advised about some changes to the documents.  As a result, some sections need to be redrafted.  It was confirmed that some areas of the village that might have been considered for development have been deemed inappropriate – these areas include land behind Marriotts Close, the allotments and Balliol Farm.  Cllr Bates informed the council that they may need to consider their position regarding access across the Playing Fields if the Yew Tree Paddock proposal is to be included in the NP.  Cllr Bates reported that after the revisions that will be made from this stage of consultation, there will be another consultation starting in late June or early July.  
029/26	The Council RESOLVED to adopt the Standing Orders circulated with the agenda.

030/26	The Council RESOLVED to adopt the updated Financial Regulations  circulated with the agenda.

031/26	The Council considered the Risk Register and Assessments and RESOLVED to approve  the current version.  It was agreed that some investigation should take place regarding the Village Well cover and how to ensure that it does not present a nighttime hazard to pedestrians, cyclists or vehicles.

032/26	The Council considered the Asset Register and RESOLVED to adopt it.
It was agreed that some items can be removed and further detail added regarding the lease of Burditch Hall and the Playing Fields.  The Clerk to meet with Cllr France Bates to confirm assets owned by the PC.

033/26	The Council discussed the upcoming Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed that the meeting will take place on Wednesday 20 May starting at 6.30pm.  Following the Chair’s welcome, Thames Valley Police will give a short presentation and invite questions from residents.  Other village organisations will be invited to give a written or oral report.

034/26	Finance
The payments schedule had been circulated, and it was RESOLVED to approve payments amounting to £3,331.46.
The bank reconciliation was received and signed.
Councillors approved the end of year accounts for 2025/6

035/26	Audit
	The Council received the Internal Auditor’s report and noted the recommendations.
	The Council approved and authorised the Chair to sign the AGAR (Annual Governance and Accountability Return) for 2025/6
	The Council confirmed the dates for the publication of the Public Rights notice which will be displayed on the noticeboard and on the Council website.  The dates are 3 June to 14 July 2026.

036/26	The Council confirmed the dates of the next four meetings:
Monday 6 July
Monday 7 September
Monday 2 November
Monday 11 January

		.
The meeting closed at 8.42pm




Signed  ………………………………..    	
Chair, Wootton Parish Council
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