Neighbourhood Plan Process: Timeline and Progress
Stage 1: Getting Established & Area Designation	Completed 2023
Form a Qualifying Body: If a town or parish council exists, they will lead, advised by a Steering Group	Define the Boundary: Submit a map and application to your local planning authority (LPA) to designate the physical boundary of your neighbourhood area. The LPA will hold a consultation period before formally approving it	Sept 3rd 2023 - Dec 2023		July 14th 2023


Stage 2: Building the Evidence & Community Engagement	Completed 2025
Gather Evidence: Collect local data, assess housing and environmental needs, and review existing national and local planning policies	Consultation: Engage the wider community via surveys, public displays etc	Feb 2024- March 2024		March 2024-Nov 2025


Stage 3: Drafting the Plan and consultation	In progress
Set Objectives & Policies: Formulate a vision statement and clear planning policies for land use (e.g., where new homes should go, design standards, preserving green spaces)	Pre-Submission Consultation: Share the draft plan with the community, statutory consultees (e.g., Environment Agency), and local businesses for a minimum of six weeks	Adjust the plan based on the feedback	Consult on the revisions	Jan 2026			March 26th – May 14th 2026		Started June 2026	Estimated July to Sept 2026


Stage 4: Submission & Independent Check	Estimated Sept/Oct 2026
Submit to the LPA: The qualifying body submits the final proposal, a consultation statement, and a "basic conditions" statement to the local council	Independent Examination: The LPA appoints an independent examiner to check that the plan meets national policies and legal requirements	


Stage 5: Referendum, Adoption, and Legal Force	Estimated 2027
Community Referendum: The local council organizes a public vote. If more than 50 percent of residents who vote approve the plan, it passes	Adoption (Made): The local authority formally adopts the plan. It then becomes a legal document that carries full weight in deciding local planning applications but does not replace planning applications	


