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MINUTES of the MEETING of 
WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held on 2 March 2026

Present: 	Cllrs France Bates, Pauline Briggs,  John Harwood (Chair), David Knight, Fiona Mackinlay and John Salter

In attendance:	Clerk to the Council, County Cllr Andy Graham, District Cllr Genny Early
Members of Public: 	6 members of the public  
__________________________________________________________________________________

011/26	Apologies and Declarations 
Apologies were received from Cllr Jonathan Reynolds.  
Cllr John Harwood declared in interest in the planning applications for School Cottages and the old School due to his position as a trustee of the charity.
Cllrs David Knight and Pauline Briggs declared an interest in the grant application from the village shop as they are both committee members .

012/26	Minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2026 were approved, accepted into record, and signed by the Chair.  	

013/26	Reports from County and District Councillors
Reports were received from County Councillor Andy Graham and District Councillor Genny Early.
	A WCast committee member asked about Burditch Hall and requested a meeting with the council which will be arranged.

014/26	The Council discussed the proposals for Local Government Reorganisation and agreed that a response would be sent stating that the council has no preference but hopes that any new arrangement should recognise the important role of Parish and Town Councils in local governance.

015/26	Neighbourhood Plan
The Chair expressed his gratitude to the councillors and other residents for their hard and committed work to produce the draft.  It was confirmed that there will be an exhibition in the church from Thursday 26 to Sunday 29 March.  This will be an opportunity for residents to read the proposed policies and a final opportunity to contribute.  The next step is for WODC to organise a referendum.  If more than 50% of those who respond are in favour, then the policies within the Neighbourhood Plan become formally adopted into the district local plan. .  
The Council RESOLVED
(i)	to approve the draft of the Neighbourhood Plan as prepared by the NP Steering Group 
(ii)	that the approved draft should be the subject of public consultation within the parish
(iii)	if broadly supported by the residents of the parish, the Clerk be authorised to submit the Plan to West Oxfordshire District Council, with any minor amendments needed being approved by a committee consisting of the parish councillors represented on the NPSG.    
(iv)	to place on record its appreciation of the hard work of all the members of the steering committee in researching and preparing the report.

016/26	The Council RESOLVED to replace the existing noticeboard at the Village Hall with a new timber framed noticeboard at an approximate cost of £1500 plus installation charges.
	The Council RESOLVED to install a new aluminium framed noticeboard at the entrance to the Meadows.
	Following conversations with members of WCast, it was agreed that the Council would work with the committee to contribute towards the installation of a new notice board at the entrance to the Playing Fields

017/26	The Council considered two grant applications and RESOLVED to grant:
£1154  to the Village Shop committee for the installation of an intruder alarm following the recent break in.
£500  to the Village Hall committee towards an event to celebrate the Centenary of the Village Hall.

018/26	Finance
The payments schedule had been circulated, and it was RESOLVED to approve payments amounting to £618.19.
The bank reconciliation was received and signed, and the council were informed of their current reserves.

020/26	 The date of next meeting was confirmed to be Monday 11 May (due to the bank holiday).
	It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday 20 May at 6pm.
		.
The meeting closed at 8.25pm




Signed  ………………………………..    	
Chair, Wootton Parish Council
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