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MINUTES of the MEETING of 
WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held on 12 January 2026

Present: 	Cllrs France Bates, Pauline Briggs,  John Harwood (Chair), David Knight, Fiona Mackinlay, Jonathan Reynolds and John Salter

Members of Public: 7 members of the public
__________________________________________________________________________________

001/26	Apologies and Declarations 
Apologies were received from the County and District Councillors.
Cllr Harwood declared in interest in the planning applications for School Cottages and 
the old School due to his position as a trustee of the charity.

002/26	Minutes of the meeting held on 3 November 2025 were approved, accepted into record, and signed by the Chair.  	

003/26	Reports and Open Forum
The County and District Councillors were unable to attend the meeting.  Reports were sent in advance.  It was noted that, through CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy), Wootton Council will benefit from increased developer contributions once a Neighbourhood Plan is in place.
A member of the public asked why signs are in place on Glympton Road signalling road closures that have not taken place.  Cllr Reynolds informed the council that the closure had been requested by Thames Water.

004/26	Cllr Bates took the chair for (1) and (2) of this item. The Council considered the following Planning Applications
1. 1 School Cottages Church Street  25/02855/6 
Addition of external wall insulation, alterations to fenestration in rear elevation and addition of ventilation, including insertion of roof tile extract vent.
The Council has no objections.
2. Wootton Church of England Primary School Church Street  25/02951 
Change of use of former school buildings to artists' studios.
The Council has no objections and welcomes alternative community uses for the building.
3. 72 Castle Road Wootton 25/02890 
Erection of a single storey rear extension, with conversion of garage to additional 
living space, enlargement of existing first floor dormers, and addition of wood burner, flue and air source heat pump. Erection of detached double garage with EV charging point, widening of existing vehicle access, and demolition of existing rear conservatory.
The Council has no objections.
4. Update on 25/02343/HHD Holly Cottage, The Walk – demolition of existing shed and construction of detached self-contained annexe.
The Council expressed concern that this application had been approved by officers despite the strong objections of the PC and some residents.  It was suggested that the Council contact WODC Planning to ask for clarification on how decisions are made and when an application may be called in for the Planning Committee to make the decision.  Action: Clerk to contact WODC with letter along the lines agreed by the Council.

005/26	Finance
The payments schedule had been circulated, and it was RESOLVED to approve payments amounting to £633.58.
The bank reconciliation was received and signed.

006/26	Council budget for 2026/27
	The Council approved the draft budget and RESOLVED to request a precept from WODC of £17,163 for the financial year from April 2026 to March 2027.  

007/26	A44/B4437 Junction.  The Chair informed the Council that OCC officers from  two teams are now working together on the  joint bus improvement  and road safety scheme at the A44/B4437 junction.  This will include OCC  funding new bus shelters to serve the S3 route..

008/26	The council discussed the possibility of replacing or renovating the noticeboard in the village centre and installing new boards in other locations.  A new board at the entrance to Jubilee Meadows and one at the entrance to the Playing Fields are to be considered.   The Clerk to research options and costs.

009/26	Cllr Frances Bates updated the council on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan.  The NP Group will be meeting on 26 January and expect to have a draft plan to present to the Council at the meeting in March.

010/26	The Council discussed the disused well in the centre of village.  The Council is keen to replace the wooden a-frame cover but have been attempting to understand who may have been responsible for decommissioning the well to ensure that it was done correctly.  More attempts will be made to understand the history although it was agreed to continue looking at ways of securing grant aid for a replacement replica well-cover.
 
		.
The meeting closed at 8.25pm

Next Meeting
Monday 2 March at 7.30pm


Signed  ………………………………..    	
Chair, Wootton Parish Council
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