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MINUTES 
of the MEETING of WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held on 3 November 2025

Present: 	Cllrs John Harwood, Pauline Briggs,  David Knight, Frances Bates,  John Salter, John Reynolds.
County Cllr:	Cllr Andy Graham
District Cllrs:  	Cllrs Tim Sumner, Genny Early 
Members of Public: 9 members of the public
__________________________________________________________________________________

103/25	Apologies and Declarations 
Apologies from Cllr Fiona McKinlay were accepted.
Newly elected Councillor Jonathan Reynolds was welcomed to the Council.

104/25	Minutes of the meeting held on 1 September 2025 were approved, accepted into record, and signed by the Chair.  	
Matters from the Chair: The chair commented that he had circulated information about Martyn’s Law although it was likely that any local events would not be affected by the legislation.

105/25	Reports and Open Forum
105.1	County Councillor Report – Cllr Graham reported that information about bus shelters would be sent to the Clerk in order for the Council to consider the options. It was felt that the road works at Judds Garage would not affect the siting of the shelter.
	Cllr Graham explained the three options being considered regarding local government reorganisation.  These options will be discussed and preferences presented to residents for consultation:
Local government reorganisation and devolution | Oxfordshire County Council
a) One large Council covering all of Oxfordshire including the city – disbanding the current District Councils.
b) Two Councils -  Cherwell/West Oxon and Oxford City combined as one council called ‘Oxford and Shires Council’ 
Vale/South Oxon combined with West Berkshire called ‘Ridgeway Council’.
c) Three councils - Enlarged Oxford City Council to include areas like Kidlington, Yarnton then two other councils north and south of the city (CDC/WODC and Vale/SO/Ridgeway.
Proposals from West Oxfordshire District Council are available on their website:
Five councils launch ambitious plan for local government reform | West Oxfordshire District Council News
Proposals from Oxford City Council are available:
Local government reorganisation | Oxford City Council
105.2	District Councillor Genny Early reported on WODC’s emerging Local Plan which aims to ensure that planning policies and proposals are up to date and tackle local issues such as climate change, health and wellbeing, housing and the economy, WODC is preparing a new Local Plan which is now intended to cover the period up to 2043. She encouraged members and residents to engage with the consultation via the website. 
Local Plan 2043 - preparation of a new plan - West Oxfordshire District Council
Cllr Frances Bates told the meeting that WPC had lobbied to include a tier that recognised smaller villages and Cllr Early confirmed that had been proposed.
Cllr Early explained that WODC had formally adopted a CIL Charging Schedule on 1 October. The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge placed on development, such as new homes and extensions to homes according to their floor area. The money generated from CIL will be used alongside Section 106 planning obligations to contribute to funding infrastructure to support development growth in West Oxfordshire. Contributions from developers raise from 15 to 25% if the affected community has a Neighbourhood Plan in place.  It was confirmed that WPC is working with residents to produce a Neighbourhood Plan.

District Cllr Tim Sumner reported that WODC have allocated £3.5m to make improvements to all of their leisure centres.

106/25	Woodstock Surgery
Calum Miller (MP) had circulated a paper regarding the options to provide a new surgery in Woodstock.  The paper is available on the Parish Council website.

107/25	Burditch Hall and Playing Fields
The Clerk reported that instructions had been given to the Council’s solicitor to complete the necessary paperwork to register the deeds.

108/25	Well Cover
The Chair reported further work was required to ascertain the state of the well beneath the cover to ensure that is has been safely decommissioned. Quotes had been received to replace the cover, and the Council would be considering how this might be funded.

109/25 Village Privy
The Council had previously agreed to consider the disposal of the old village privy.  It was RESOLVED:
(a) that the council asks the Clerk to arrange for the title to be asserted via statutory declarations.  This will involve some legal costs and £500 was approved for this work. 
(b)  that once the issue of the legal ownership of the property has been resolved the council should discuss the matter again with a view to establishing within the locality whether there would be any interest in purchasing the building.  



110/25	The Council considered the following Planning Applications
a) 25/02461/HHD 2 Malthouse, Mill Lane – erection of single storey side extension and demolition of existing conservatory – the council supported this application.
b) B25/02401/HHD 70 Castle Road - erection of single storey rear extension with installation of new chimney flue, single storey front extension to existing garage – the council supported this application.
c) 25/02343/HHD Holly Cottage, The Walk – demolition of existing shed and construction of detached self-contained annexe – the council RESOLVED to object to this proposal.  The response can be found on WODC’s Planning Portal.

111/25 Finance
111.1	The payments schedule had been circulated, and it was RESOLVED to approve payments amounting to £1777.45
111.2	The bank reconciliation was received and signed.

112/25	Draft Budget
The Council considered the draft budget which would be approved by the Council at its meeting on 12 January.  Member of the Finance Committee would be considering the draft and considering any amendments. 
		.
113/25	IT/Website
It was confirmed that most members of the Council were now using their new emails addresses.  
	
The meeting closed at 8.10pm

Next Meeting
Monday 12 January at 7.30pm

Signed  ………………………………..    	
Chair, Wootton Parish Council
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