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MINUTES 
of the MEETING of WOOTTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held on 1 September 2025

Present: 	Cllrs John Harwood, Pauline Briggs,  David Knight, Fiona Mackinlay,  John Salter
County Cllr:	Cllr Andy Graham
District Cllrs:  	Cllrs Tim Sumner, Genny Early 
Members of Public: 4 members of the public
__________________________________________________________________________________

93/25	Apologies and Declarations 
Apologies from Cllr Frances Bates were accepted.

94/25	Minutes of the meeting held on 7 July 2025 were approved, accepted into record, and signed by the Chair.  An amendment was made and approved to Item 88/25 to correct the number of completed survey forms required for the Neighbourhood Plan.
	
Matters arising: The Chair reported that a report regarding the disused privy will be tabled for discussion at the Council’s meeting in November.

95/25	Appointment of Clerk
The council resolved to confirm the decision of the Urgency Committee on 18 July to appoint Ms Rachel Faulkner as the Parish Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) with effect from 1 August 2025 and hereby authorises her to fulfil all the duties of the office in accordance with the Standing Orders and Financial Regulations of the authority.  
The Council placed on record its thanks to the previous Clerk, Cathy Fleet.

96.25	Reports and Open Forum
96.1	County Councillor Report – Cllr Graham reported that talks concerning a new GP surgery in Woodstock are going well.  The ICB (Integrated Care Board) considers it a priority and has agreed to help move things forward.  The two sites being considered are the current Owen Mumford site which has been sold to Blenheim.  The other site is on the new proposed development on Banbury Road.  Cllr Graham believes that the previously considered site nearer to the Bladon roundabout is no longer in consideration.  Public consultation is likely to take place in January 2026.
	Cllr Graham reported that talks about a congestion charge for Oxford are going ahead and it is likely that, if introduced, the county will offer free Park and Ride buses and parking for an initial period to encourage people to use them.
	Cllr Graham suggested that the installation of a bus shelter near Judds Garage should be considered a priority.  The Council expressed some concerns about where it might be situated given the anticipated changes to the junction that are planned.
96.2	District Councillor Genny Early reported on WODC’s recent Mental Health summit – 13 local organisations took part including Bridewell Organic Gardens and Turning Point. 
Cllr Early had attended a meeting of the Evenlode Catchment Partnership regarding the health of the river.  They are going to do some analysis in order to publicise what is happening and what can be done.
Cllr Early reported that a Youth Development officer (James Edney) started at West Oxfordshire District Council in February.  Part of his role is to reach young people (11-18 year olds) in rural locations.  He suggested that Wootton is a target area as well as Stonesfield and Tackley.
District Cllr Tim Sumner reported that WODC will be making improvements to all of their leisure centres.

96.3	Public questions
A member of the public asked about overhanging hedge and foliage on the northern side of  Milford Lane.  Cllr Graham volunteered to visit the site following the meeting and to follow up with OCC if action is required.  He recommended concerns such as this are reported on OCC’s Fix my Street.  

97/25	Councillor Vacancy
The council noted the resignation of Cllr Marcus Brown and it was confirmed that an election has been called for, the details of which will shortly be announced by WODC. 

98/25	Website and email
The Chair thanked Cllr Knight for his work on the migration of the Council’s website and email addresses.  The website (www.woottonbywoodstock-pc.gov.uk) is now live although there are still some additions and edits to be made.  Councillors were encouraged to move over to the new email system as soon as possible.

99/25	Neighbourhood Plan survey progress
Cllr Mackinlay reported that 167 forms have now been completed by residents which WODC consider to be a very good level of engagement.  The group hopes to have outline findings to share with the public at the Flower Show on 13 September and in the next edition of Outreach.  In the next month the business surveys will also be completed.
There will be a NP Steering Committee meeting in Oct 2025 to progress the survey 
results towards potential policies. 

100/25 The Council considered the following Planning Applications
25/01888/HHD  Stone Cottage, 2 Castle Road – Construction of single storey rear extension. 
Wootton Parish Council does not object to this application. We request that the design and materials conform to WODC’s Design Guide, that the materials used conform to traditional Cotswold stone and roofing outlined.  Ideally, the extension should also comply with WODC’s Design Guide recommendation that extensions should have a pitched roof and not a flat roof in a Conservation Area as Stone Cottage is located in  
Wootton’s Conservation area. 
However, we recognise that the floorplan footprint and outdoor space is very tight and might not be feasible. We also recognise the applicant’s request to create more space in 
an existing, small building.  
This response was submitted by the planning committee of WPC and agreed by PC 
members at the PC Meeting. 
	
Cllr Mackinlay also mentioned two recently received applications that will require a response from WPC. 

Balliol House Church Street 
Certificate of Lawfulness (pond) plunge pool 
25/01933/CLP | Validated: Thu 28 Aug 2025 | Status: Under consideration 

11 Castle Road  Single storey side extension and alterations to rear window to form corner window. 
25/01950/HHD | Validated: Thu 28 Aug 2025 | Status: Under consideration 

101/25 Finance
102.1	The payments schedule had been circulated, and it was resolved to approve payments amounting to £695.37
102.2	The bank reconciliation was received and signed.

102/25		The Council received a report recommending the registration of the title deeds for the Memorial Playing Field and Burditch Hall with the Land Registry.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to approach the council’s solicitors with a view to securing the registration and that up to £1000 from the general reserves should be allocated for this purpose.
The meeting closed at 8.17pm

Next Meeting
Monday 3 November at 7.30pm

Signed  ………………………………..    	
Chair, Wootton Parish Council
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